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St. Thomas More,
Bishop Ryan will vie
for Golden Horseshoe
Bowl championship.
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Five bats ©

infected
with rabies

BY DANA BROWN

The bats are back in town.

After athree-year lull with no rabies-
infected bats outside of laboratories, the
city has had five positive tests this year.

More than 1,500 people in Hamilton
have potentially been exposed to rabies
this year, surpassing last year’s expo-
sure total of 1,448.

Susan Harding-Cruz, manager of
West Nile Virus and rabies control for
thecity, said potential exposures could
include anything from someone bitten
by adog on a leash to people who wake
up withabat flying in their room.

“Those are all potential exposures.
So they’re exposures (but it) doesn’t
mean they were exposed to truly rabid
animals,” she said.

In the three-month period from July
to September, there were 802 cases of
potential human exposure to rabies.

Noactual human cases of rabies have
been discovered.

According to Harding-Cruz, the
typical bat season runs from around
late July through August each year.

That’s the time the creepy
critters may seek refuge in the main
body of a house, rather than staying in
the attic or between the walls.

In August, public health officials
issued awarning about bat rabies say-
ing there had been recent reports from
more than 140 people about bat expo-
suresintheir homes.

Harding-Cruz said the primary rea-
son for the increased number of po-
tential rabies exposures this year is
probably the bats. Numbers for re-
ported exposures have been steadily
climbingsince atleast 2003, when 997
potential exposures were reported.

“We haven’t evaluated it to see why
more people are reaching us,” Hard-
ing-Cruz said, “whether they’re just
reaching us or whether exposures have
actually beengoing up.”

The last time bats that were notin a
laboratory in Hamilton tested positive
for rabieswas in 2003, with sixcoming
up with the disease.
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Cheryl Harvey didn wvant to be thin
just healthy. The happy girl on the
motor scooter grew up to be a
morbidly obese woman who tried
everything and failed. She finally

opted for gastric bypass surgery as
her last, best hope. She died without
realizing her dream. THIS IS THE
STORY OF CHERYLS STRUGGLE.

Stories by Susan Clairmont
Photos by Gary Yokoyama

Design by William Vipond Tait

Good deal on a “U.S.
Better do some checking first

BY DANA FLAVELLE

When consumer electronics specialty
retailer Best Buy Canada announced
“U.S. prices” on its hottest sellers last
week, Tim Smith figured he’d be
getting a good deal on the Sony voice
recorder he wanted.

But when Smith, of Hanover, Ont.
compared the price of the same prod-
uctataBest Buy store on the other side
of the border, he was surprised to learn
itwas still $40 cheaper there.

A Best Buy spokesperson said later
the special “U.S. prices” offer applied
only to some products and that U.S.
prices fluctuate frequently and can’t
always be immediately matched.

Still, Smith says he was so annoyed
he decided not to buy the product.

For Canadian retailers, heading into
what should have been arobust holiday
shopping season, that kind of cross-

border comparison-shopping is prov-
ing to be amajor spoiler.

Ever since the loonie hit par with the
U.S. greenback earlier this fall for the
first time in three decades, Canadians
have been eyeing U.S. prices closely
and asking why the same products of-
ten cost so much more in Canada.

As a result, instead of reaping the
benefits of agenerally strongeconomy,
Canadians retailers find themselves
being forced to match what are often
deeplydiscounted pricesinthe U.S., as
retailers there grapple with the fallout
from the subprime mortgage melt-
down.

“We’re still predicting between a 4
and 6 per centincrease (in retail sales)
over last year,” Diane Brisebois, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of the
Retail Council of Canada, saidinanin-
terview. “Specifically because the
economy is still strong, employment
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numbers are still high and consumer
confidence isalso very high?”

Debt rating agency Standard & Poor’s
shares that optimism. Citing ageneral-
ly robust economy, analyst Maude
Tremblay is forecasting 4.7 per cent
higher sales this holiday season, on par
with lastyear, and better thaninthe U.S.

“We expect consumer spending in
’07 to be equal or even better than last
year,” Tremblay said. The only niggling
doubt is how much of that money will
be spentin Canada, she said.

Canadian retailers are asking them-
selves the same question.

“There’s no question the Canadian
dollar is a challenge for retailers,” said
the retail council’s Brisebois.

“While sales may increase 4 to 6 per
cent, we do expect (profit) margins will
be affected negatively,” Brisebois said.

Continued on A19

A taste of
winter as 1t
used to be

Snowy, cold season
predicted, but Hamilton
mightbe  hotspot

TheHamiltonareais forecast to escape
the country’s deep freeze this winter.

Environment Canada says the
region is expected to escape from the
coldestwinter to hit Canadain almost
15years.

Temperatures between December
through February are to be below nor-
mal over most of Canada, but temper-
atures in southwestern Ontario, in-
cluding Hamilton, and small pockets
of northern Canada are expected to
justremain normal.

“It is somewhat remarkable that
we’re seeing the same situation from
coast to coast to almost coast — from
Vancouver Island to Bonavista, Nfld.,
we’re showing the country as being
colder than normal,’ senior climatolo-
gist David Phillips said yesterday.

“The last time Canada had a signifi-
cantly cold winter was back in 1994,
more than a decade ago, and this may
very well rival that one in terms of
coldness.”

The winter of 1994 started with a
bang and Canadians across the coun-
try shivered through temperatures as
cold as -42C — before factoring in
wind chill.

Environment Canada’s forecast for
precipitation suggests much of the
country is due for normal amounts of
snow, although some cities could get
more than usual, including Calgary,
Reginaand Toronto.

Hamilton won’t escape winter. En-
vironment Canada issued a winter
storm watch for the city last night,
recommending people be on the look-
out for adverse weather conditions
and take the necessary safety precau-
tions.

Snowfall is anticipated to hit 15 cen-
timetrestonightand snow is predicted
for tomorrow.

Phillips said the cold weather is be-
ing triggered in part by lower than nor-
mal temperatures in the Pacific Ocean.

The Canadian Press

After cheating death
with many outrageous
stunts, Evel Knievel
succumbs to illness.
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:5-'BlackBerry Pearl. Available at the following Bell stores:

From Mobile

Managers to Mobile

Moms, these top

everyone’s wish list.

Keep in touch in more ways. Faster.

- Access the fastest and largest network

across North America*

+ Built-in GPS navigation and BlackBerry®
Maps keep you on the right track

More email. More affordable.

Email for as low as $15/month.?

+ Phone, email and Windows Live™
Messenger keep you connected on the go

The next generation
BlackBerry® Pearl™
8130 smartphone

GPS navigation, email,
Internet, music, camera
and QWERTY keyboard

$9995

3-yr contract3
($449.95 no contract)

HAMILTON
1289 Upper James St.
905 573-9000

HAMILTON
Centre Mall
905 545-4484

HAMILTON
Eastgate Square
905 578-2271

H1258412

Offer ends December 24, 2007. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas, where technology permits. Other monthly fees i.e. €9-1-1 (75¢), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) are extra outside of your local area. With data
use, fees apply (5¢/KB,up to $2 per session) if you do not subscribe to unlimited Mobile Browser (not available to additional members on FamilyShare plans) and fees may apply for features, content and roaming when outside your local area. Early termination fees apply. Subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Taxes extra. While supplies last. May not be as
shown. May not be available in all locations. Other conditions apply. (1) High speed mobile network is available in 1XEV-DO coverage areas. (2) Upon new activation of a new device on a min. 3-yr contract term on a min. $30 monthly voice plan. (3) Upon new activation of a new device on a 3-yr contract on monthly voice plan with a data feature (or a voice and data combo plan) with a min. $45
value. Research In Motion, the RIM logo, BlackBerry, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries — these and other marks of Research In Motion Limited are used under license. Windows Live is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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Bill Dowd
Note
here's the article!





