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An in-depth examination of stories making the news today

U.S., Canada hattle rabies

BY WILSON RING

GRAND ISLE, Vt. [ Two raccoons
caught in live traps here last week act -
ednormal and appeared healthy.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
wildlife specialist Robert Acabbo tran-
quilized them, drew blood, vaccinated
them for rabies and then put on two ear
tags. After they woke up, he released
theminthe samelocation where they’d
been caught.

The blood will be tested to see if the
animals had ingested any of the rabies
vaccine that has been spread across
northern Vermont, New York, New
Hampshire and parts of Maine.

One of goals of the program, which
beganin 1997, was to try to stop arac-
coon strain of rabies from crossing the
border into Canada.

For years, rabies was contained well
south of the border, but last year rabies
was found in Canada, along the Riche-
lieu River near St. Jean, Quebec, about
50 kilometres north of the border.

“Now that we’ve had positives in
Franklin County (the goal) is tobuild up
the population of vaccinated animals,
remove any animals that are sick, to
fight against the rabies spreading fur-
ther,” Acabbo said.

A similar process is under way in
Quebec around the location where the
first case was reported last year.

Since then, there have been a hand-
ful of other cases, said Dennis Slate,
the USDA’s national rabies manage-
ment co-ordinator, who works out of
Concord, N.H.

Since February, Acabbo and other
technicians have trapped, vaccinated
andreleased more than1,000raccoons
along Lake Champlain.

In addition, thousands of doses of
raccoon bait laced with vaccine have
been spread by hand or dropped from
airplanes along a 50-kilometre-wide
swath south of the Canadian border,
from the Connecticut River valley into
upstate New York. There’s another
program in eastern Maine.

Now the USDA is working with 17
states and three Canadian provinces to

have to pay duty on many items

BY JENNIFER DITCHBURN

OTTAWA [0 Golf bags, microwave
ovens, plastic toys, cellphones, video
games.

Guess what? You don’t have to pay
duty on any of these items when you
return from a shopping trip to the
United States, or anywhere abroad for
that matter.

Evenif you go for only a few hours, or
you blow your personal exemption of
$50 for a 24-hour trip or $400 for
48 hours or more, you're only required
to pay Canadian taxes on many
common items.

Few Canadians are well briefed on
the extensivelist of items that are con-
sidered “free” under the Customs Tar-
iff Act, and it’s no surprise. Even offi-
cials at the Canadian Border Services
Agency can’t easily rhyme off a list of
top duty-free items without first doing
someresearch.

It’s all based on complex interna-
tional tariff agreements, as well as spe-
cific free-trade deals between Canada
and others. Tariffs on goods from some
developing countries are also low or
non-existent.

When a shopper drives back to
Canada and declares his or her loot at
customs, agents must go through hun-
dreds of pages of minutely detailed de-
scriptions of what percentage duty is
owed on a particular item.

For example, downhill skis and boots
are considered duty-free, as long as
they’re made in a country that is con-
sidered a “most favoured nation,
whichincludes most of the world. Chi-
na, Japan, and other key manufactur-
ing centres are among them. Curious-
ly, cross-country skis are slapped with
a 7.5 per cent tax — that is, unless
they’re made in the United States,
Mexico or other free-trade partner
countries.

That’s when it pays to pay attention
tothelabel.

Products that are made in the United
States, Mexico, Chile and CostaRica —
countries we have a free-trade agree-
ment with — are generally duty-free.
That means the silver jewellery from
Taxco, or those New Balance runners
made in American factories, can be
purchased without fear of a big bill at
theborder or airport.

David McCaffery, CEO of Ottawa-
based wedding dress manufacturers
Justina McCaffery Haute Couture,
says the business has been taking ad-
vantage of duty-free for years. There is
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A raccoon is held for rabies testing in Vermont. Experts are using a vaccine to
stop raccoon rabies from entering Canada.

stop the spread of rabies.

“Welivein a sea of rabies,” Slate said.

Rabies can infect any mammal, in-
cluding humans, and when caught by
people it is almost always fatal, al-
though human cases are rare.

The rabies strain that the U.S. and
Canadian officials are fighting first ap-
pearedin Vermont in1994. It originat -
ed in Florida. The disease escaped
northward in 1977 when infected rac-
coons were moved from Florida to
West Virginia, apparently by hunters,
Slate said.

Raccoon rabies is distinct from a
strain of rabies more prevalent in foxes
that swept the area a decade ago and
has since disappeared.

Slate said raccoon rabies had been
moving northward at arate of about 40
to 50 kilometres a year before it ap-
proached the U.S.-Canadian border.
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It worked for years.

“Had intervention not taken place,
based on the spread rates, it should
have been way north of there,” Slate
said.

Officials don’t know how the rabies
made it through the vaccine zone 1

Rabies doesn’t just spread animal to
animal. One of the most common ways
infected animals are moved around is
when people catch a nuisance raccoon
in their garage or elsewhere and then
take it somewhere els leas
nd Acabbo said that he has seen
raccoons scramble out of garbage
trucks from southern Vermont that
were dumped at northern Vermont
landfills.

“It happens all the time,” Acabbo
said. “It’s not that people are trying to

break the law or being negligent about
The oral rabies vaccine zone acrgss

it. They don’t know”
New York, Vermont and New Hafnp- - ’Hﬁ

shire was establishedin199 The Associated Press w/ﬂ

no duty on silk.

“One of the best things about the
silksisthat they come in from different
parts of the world. We’re able to take
the product and make the dresses and
... there’s absolutely no duty because
it’s 100 per cent silk that we’re using,”
said McCaffery, married to dress de-
signer Justina.

Even the McCafferys had no idea
about how many personal items they
could bring back without duty.

Officials suggest shoppers keen to
save money do a little research before

theyleave home.

“If they know the item they’re spe-
cially looking to purchase, and they
want to know what duty they’ll face,
they should call the line,” says Chris
Williams, of the Canadian Border Ser-
vices Agency.

That line is the Border Information
Serviceat1-800-461-9999. The more
patient shopper can take a gander at
the Customs Tariff descriptions, on
the Canadian Border Services Website.
(http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/trade-
commerce/tariff-tarif/tariff2007/01-
99/tblmod-1-e.html).

Products to heat

the border blues

OTTAWA [ These are
just a few of the
items that can be
brought across the
Canada-U.S. border
without paying duty
(Canadian taxes
always apply):

The Canadian Press

OPENING SPECIAL GRAND OPENINGINHAMILTON

276 Mud Street West

[JAlmost anything
made in the United
States or Mexico

[Toys, including
puzzles, trains,
dolls, action figures

[Video games

[ICellphones

[JAntiques

[OMost kinds of
original art

[CDownhill skis
and boots

[TToasters

[Breadmakers

CElectric irons

[Artificial Christmas
trees

[(Billiard tables

[IChess sets

[0ffice furniture

[SLR and instant
cameras

[Unset diamonds,
pearls and precious
stones

for the first 300 patients
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Do
you
suffer
1 from
- frequent
migraines?

Find out about a Research Study for a Common

Congenital Heart Defect & Migraine Treatment.

We are seeking people between 18 and 65 years of age who suffer
migraine with aura headaches and have tried daily preventive
migraine headache medications without success.

Participants will be evaluated for a common congenital heart defect and other
clinical study requirements, and may receive a medical procedure to repair the
heart defect with an investigational device.
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MIGRAINE CLINICAL TRIAL
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YOUR HYUNDAI DEALER SINCE 1984

www.hamiltonhyundai.ca

<
324 PARKDALE AVE., HAMILTON - 905-545-5150

* Sale prices are plus applicable faxes, freight, PDE, license & registration fee. See dealer for complete defails.

I Corporation Inc. on approved credit. See www.lasikmd.com for more details.
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Dr Mark Cohen, MD, FRCSC
40,000 procedures

www.lasikmd.com

Toronto | Edmonton | Vancouver
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