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Jeanna Giese, the only survivor of rabies without vaccination, has started her first year of college in
Wisconsin. She is a medical marvel whose recovery has been chronicled for nearly three years.

She survived rabies,
now she wants to give
animals loving care

BY SCOTT BAUER

FOND DU LAC, Wis. [J Jeanna Giese, like many
other teenagers entering college, admits to being
nervous about classes and meeting new friends.

But Giese isn’t your average freshman. Sheisa
medical marvel who has been studied and chron-
icled for nearly three years as a one-of-a-kind
case: She survived rabies without vaccination.

Her new classmates, and anyone else who runs
into her on the Marian College campus, will be
hard-pressedtotellthat she had torelearnhowto
talk, walk and function.

Giese doesn’t dwell on her past.

“I’'m going to school just like anyone else,” the
ebullient 18-year-old said last Tuesday, the first
day of classes. She lives at home and commutes
three kilometres to the private Catholic college of
about 3,000 students.

Doctors reported on her progress in the most
recent New England Journal of Medicine. She has
recovered “remarkably well” and should contin-
ue to improve, said Dr. Kenneth Mack, a Mayo
Clinic neurologist.

Rabies, a viral disease spread by the bite of an
infected animal, attacks the nervous system and
is usually fatal once symptoms develop.

The other five people known to have survived it
after symptoms appeared either were vaccinated
in advance or received vaccine soon afterward.

Allbut one ended up with persistent movement
difficulties.

But Giese was not hospitalized until a month
after she was bitten by a bat that had flown into
her church. She had picked it up to take it outside.

In a desperate attempt to save her, Wisconsin
doctors intentionally put her in a coma and gave
her a slew of antiviral drugs and other medica-
tions to prevent a cascade of events that causes
nerve cells to die.

She spent two months in intensive

went through is a blue bracelet she wears on her
right arm. A friend made the bracelet for her as a
fundraiser. On one side is her name and on the
other is written “Miracles Happen.”

Since Giese’s case, it hasbeen tried on10 people
worldwide with no success, although most of the
others did not receive all of the drugs Giese did or
hadirreversible complications or other problems,
said Dr. Rodney Willoughby Jr. of the Medical
College of Wisconsin. Heis the infectious disease
specialist who devised the approach.

Asmore patients are given the so-called “Wis-
consin protocol,” Willoughby is hopeful it will
work on others.

Giese said she feels sad that no one else treated
with it has survived. Her mother said the family’s
faith helped them through their ordeal.

“We'reblessed that she’s a special person,” Ann
Giese said. “God had a plan for her”

Giese’s immediate plan is to study zoology and
eventually work as an animal conservationist.
Shehas12 pets — adog, arabbit and 10 pheasants.

Instead of developing a fear of animals since be-
ing bitten by the bat, the incident appears to have
only solidified her passion and love for them.
She’s sounafraid of animals, after giving a speech
about her case at the Milwaukee zoo last week she
was allowed to hold and pet the nonrabid bats on
display.

“It’s the first time I've actually touched a bat
where it wasn’t hanging onto my finger by its
fang,” Giese said.

“She’s crazy,” her mother said, laughing.

“I have always loved animals,” Giese said.
“Sometimes Ilove them more than people, which
iskind of abad thing to say, but Ido.”

And if she ever encounters a bat again in the
wild?

“I'd pick it up. Iwould so pick it up.”

The Associated Press

care before returning home on New
Year’s Day 2005.

Thenthe hard part started.

A tutor helped Giese finish her
sophomore year of high school so she
could rejoin her classmates in the fall.
Physical therapy helped her overcome
speech problems, weakness in her left
hand and foot, and abnormal move-
ments in her arms and hands.

She candrive acar, scored above-av-
erage on a national college achieve-
ment test and has normal cognition,
doctorsreport in the journal.

She still has slight difficulty enunci-
ating words, awkwardness using her
left hand and trouble lifting her left
foot so that she looks a bit unco-ordi-
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nated when she runs. .

The biggest thing she misses is | |
sports. She used to be a high-school
athlete, playing basketball, softball
and volleyball. When she returned to
school her junior year, she worked as a
manager for the volleyball team. But
unhappy with not being able to play,
she quit in her senior year.

“I’m pretty at peace. It still bothers | |
me and will probably always bother |
me. But I'm starting to kind of letit go | [
and go on with life,” she said. -

Giese said she tends tobe more emo-
tionalnow and her body overheatseas- | f.=
ier, but she recovered so well that she
finished in the top half of her high-
school class and received college ;
scholarships. B

Preparing for her first day of class,
she was all energy and enthusiasm, LK
calling friends on her cellphone, reas- -
suring her mother that she would be
OK and stopping topickup afree ener-
gy drink handed out on campus.

More than any fears over lingering
side-effects, Giese said she has the
most anxiety over having to endure a
three-hour biology lecture. -'
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* Women’s fashions
By ALISON DALEY,
KAREN SCOTT,
JM COLLECTION
& HAGGAR

Available in regular, petite
& Above Average sizes.

« Women’s LEE |

THIS TUESDAY ONLY!
SENIORS 60+ SHOP & SAVE

EXTRA 19%

On sale & clearance-priced merchandise.
Save 15%* on regular-priced merchandise.
Some exclusions apply. See below for details.

PLUS, SAVE15%
AN EXTRA =
THIS TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
When you use your Hbc Credit Card

~ On kids’ & infants’ fashions
& InfaﬂtS, fUI’ﬂItUI’e & aCCeSSOI’IeS Some exclusions apply.

u T

3 5%ff - 35N
When you buy 3 or more ‘1.' L
¢ 30% off when you buy 2 ﬁ#

25% off when you buy 1

* Women’s socks & tights ) 1
By MCGREGOR, HUE, SILKS, SECRET,
MANTLES’, TOGO", WONDERBRA &

e Men’s socks
By MCGREGOR Sport & Weekender,
WILSON, TOMMY HILFIGER, CCM & NIKE

—m Reg. $3.99-$18
30%f 3%t
Men’s casual

Men’s suits,
shirts

sport coats,

blazers, dress
By DOCKERS
& HAGGAR Q

outerwear &
dress pants

Reg. $50-$60 Sale $35-$42
Off our regular prices.

Reg. $79.99-$525
$999
Bath size

Sale $55.99-$367.50

Off our regular prices.
HOUSE&HOME
Organic towels reg. $16.99

0,
25/°ff All other sizes

3 O%ff

Men’s dress
shirts & ties

Reg. $24.99-$79.50
Sale $17.49-$55.65
Excludes Haggar

& Alexander Julian.

5 O%ff

10 Kt., 14 Kt.
& 18 Kt. gold
jewellery

Reg. $50-$3995 Sale $25-$1997.50
Excludes Charter & Principles.
Off our regular prices.

Buy 1, Get 1

50%ff

Men’s underwear By

STANFIELDS, NAUTICA,
MANTLES", MCGREGOR,
JOE BOXER & PRODIGE
Reg. $7.99-$40.
2nd item
must be

of equal
or lesser

2 O%ff

All HENCKELS,
WUSTOF TRIDENT,
CALPHALON,
KITCHENAID &
BEAUMARK?® knives
& knife blocks

Off our regular prices.

So%fft

All cookware
sets &
open-stock

Excludes Calphalon
& Gordon Ramsay.

25

All bedding
coordinates

Off our regular prices.

50

All blankets
Reg. $49.99-$89.99
Sale $24.99-$44.99
Excludes Sunbeam blankets.

20%ff

All
Hbc Signature
products
including
blankets & throws

Order online at www.hbc.com.

30"

Openistock

3 1
{ stemware % ," Y/
Off our regular prices=*.

5%t %/

Selected e . |
CANADA B -I
OLYMPIC Wear /5,

e

STEP RIGHT U
SHOE EVENT!

50

PLUS A DOUBLE BONUSt! @
%ff o,
When you purchase any 25 ° 3 %ff
ROYAL ALBERT place * All women’s shoes Men's &
setting in selected patterns | RatORALIZER “Motive”| women's
tDOUBLE BONUS: Receive a rim soup bow! & Reg. $69.99-$79.99 selected shoes
fruit nappie when you purchase a 5-pce. place Sale $52.49-$59.99
setting (Value $105 to $142). * Men’s selected shoes| By REEBOK,
By ROCKPORT, FLORSHEIM,
40%ff CLARKS, BOSTONIAN, NIKE &
MANTLES™ & more ETON'C
ROYAL ALBERT Open-stock dinnerware O?fegjrc:(r;ﬁgsparilecie’r:m oo Off our regular prices.

*Seniors’ discount excludes: Cosmetics & fragrances, West End Shop/Boutique Le Président, James Jeans, JS Collection dresses & suits,
Laundry dresses, Tavan & Mitto dresses, KOPA, Tahari by A.S. Levine, Louben dresses, suits, & sportswear and Pure Lime, Swarovski
crystal, Gucci watches, Spanx hosiery, Dooney & Bourke handbags, Calvin Klein handbags, furniture, major appliances, home
entertainment, mattresses, Hoc Gift Cards, pharmacy & tobacco products & licensed departments. Senior’s Discount cannot be
combined with New Account Discount. Other exclusions may apply. See in-store for details.

=S

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced, Power Buys,
Manager’s Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, VeraWang and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. Excludes all official
Canadian Olympic merchandise. When you see “POWER BUY" or “MANAGER'S SPECIAL you will know we have found an exceptional
deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer
in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager’s Specials
and items located in any “Style Outlet” in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store - no rainchecks or substitutions.
When we say “PRICE CUT/ we mean the existing everyday price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details.
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